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Context.
Till to this day, there are 

communication barriers, 

whether oral or written. 

Traditional learning 

methods are not able to 

educate a whole slice of 

population.

In Portugal alone, a 

million and a half of 

people suffer from these 

problems: have some form 

of disability or 

communication problem 

or for various physical 

health reasons, cannot 

communicate.



The project.
EKUI is a methodology 

that uses Universal 

Design for Learning the 

Alphabet. It is the only 

one in the world that 

combines four forms of 

communication: the 

graphics, the Braille code, 

the Portuguese Sign 

Language and the 

phonetic alphabet.

It was designed to help 

identify, evaluate and 

intervene in the skills 

necessary for learning to 

read, write and 

communicate.



The design 

process.
This project was 

developed by a special 

education teacher. The 

idea emerged when she 

realized that the 

children identified the 

letters of the 

Portuguese alphabet 

much more easily when 

she associated a 

gesture of the 

Portuguese sign 

language. It was clear 

that there was a lack of 

educational material 

and so, with the help of 

her students, she 

created EKUI.



Activism and Civic Participation

EKUI is the way to go from theory to practice in this fight for a better world with equal rights but still being different. 

The same learning opportunity is then within reach of everyone and to communicate with everyone. This is an 

essential tool and its educational practice can make a difference in schools and institutions.

Inclusive Design



The main goal of the project is to allow the disabled people to better understand and be understood by everyone.

It promotes the communication and for it to be well used it needs to have social interaction, which will help to 

create connections, collaborations and develop relationships.

Communication promoter

Mutual understanding

Social Interactions and Relations



The impact of this social innovation project on the people and the media is mindblowing. It is an innovative and 

inclusive method that already made a difference in a lot of people’s lives.

This project has already won awards: Prémio Inovação Social by Fundação EDP, Prémio Bem-Estar da Criança

by Missão Sorriso Continente, Prémio Inovação e Sustentabilidade by CASES, Prémio Empreendedorismo Social 

by Fundação Montepio, are just a few.

Innovative and inclusive project

Award winning project

City and Environmental Planning



Besides the products on sale, such as cards, the app and the book, this project also offers training and workshops 

on these methods whether it is for a teacher, therapist, a parent or any other person that wants to learn about the 

topic.

Universal Design for Learning strategies

Workshops

Skill Training and Design Education



Social impact

Social Business Model

Job Creation

EKUI is an already solidary brand. The proceeds from the sale of any educational material/product are used to 

create social impact.

By buying an EKUI Alfabet, people support not only the cause, but also ensure the dynamization of the 

methodology in schools.



The design on these products is the foundation for the whole method. The intuitivity, the way it is seen and 

touched makes a difference on the user. A simple and clean design like this is key for easy communication.

Storytelling and Visualisation
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